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April Fool’s Day has been celebrated all over the world for decades. Below are the 
details of 3 pranks from April Fools’ Days of the past. 
 

 
1924: Stingless Bee 

On April 1st, 1924, beekeeper E. J. Campbell claimed that he had bred a new “stingless bee”. 
He claimed that the bee would not hurt a person or animal if provoked, and instead would fly 
away. He also declared that this would be revolutionary for the honey industry, and that the bee 
was an excellent playmate for children. The joax generated so much interest that it earned a full 
page article in the Washington Post. Campbell only revealed his trickery after getting hundreds 
of skeptical letters from beekeepers all over the U.S. Real stingless bees do exist, however, 
although they are generally not used in the honey industry. 
 

 
1976: Zero-G Day 

On April 1st, 1976, British astronomer Patrick Moore made a radio announcement about a 
strange phenomenon: that at precisely 9:47 A.M., the planet Pluto would pass behind Jupiter in 
relation to our planet, and the planets’ combined gravitational force would rival Earth’s. He told 
listeners that if they were to jump at this precise moment, they would experience a strange 
floating sensation. This was obviously a hoax, but many people fell for it. One woman called the 
radio station to claim that she and her husband had floated around the room before returning to 
the ground. 
 

 
1998: Left Handed Whopper 
On April 1st, 1998, Burger King announced that they would be releasing a new burger for an 
underrepresented portion of the United States: lefties. The left handed Whopper, they said, 
would have all the same condiments, but rotated 180 degrees. The whole day, Burger King 
restaurants across the country were forced to deal with left handed customers demanding these 
left handed burgers. Right handed customers, too, were adamant about getting the correct 
hamburger. The next day, Burger King revealed their hoax, to the embarrassment of thousands. 
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